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To keep our readers and donors updated about Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospitals, we have launched electronic newsletter, which will be e-mailed every month to our friends and donors throughout the world. 

Tariq Khan, 6, walks around town with a big grin. Thanks to the latest treatment at our children specialist eye department, he can see clearly again – something that would not have been financially possible for his family.------------------ See more inside

____________________________________________________________

· Self reliance commercial project of Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital at Rawalpindi has started rolling. The contract for architectural designing has been awarded to the Engineering Associates. We are in process of short-listing of contractors and  construction will start within next few months. 
· To help people with Low Vision or No Vision, Al-Shifa Trust has established Light House. The latest equipment imported from USA is currently being installed and this will start by the end of May this year.
· Al-Shifa Trust Hospitals are following the target of half million patients per year. We are happy to report that for the year 2008 we are far ahead of this target. 

· Our friends may recall that towards the end of last year, Al-Shifa Trust has been awarded the prestigious AGFUND prize. The ceremony of AGFUND award is scheduled to take to take place in mid-April in Istanbul and President of Turkey will award this prize.
· The construction of Muzaffarabad Eye Hospital is now at a fast pace and more than half of the work is completed. We expect it to be completed before the end of this year.
· National Academy of Paramedics has enrolled new batches for refractionist course and nursing assistant training program. The new accommodation block for male students has also been completed and handed over to the Academy.
· A free eye camp at village Dhulli of Attock district was conducted, where over 800 patients were provided treatment (free medicines, lenses & glasses were provided to the needyz- See the success story at the end).

· Al-Shifa awarded with another Gold medal. Prof. Tayyab Afghani, has been awarded with gold medal by Pakistan Ophthalmic Society at its recent annual meeting in Karachi. This is to acknowledge the efforts of Al-Shifa in prevention and control of blindness.
Tariq Khan gets a new life:
Six years old Tariq has just been out of the hospital. His father, Usman Khan, is a daily-wage labourer from Kabal area of Swat. Tariq is his only son. The family has been struggling to get their child into school for the last 3 years. But Tariq was never able to perform well in any school. A local practitioner advised glasses, which did not work and his dismal performance in the school continued. Frustrated, the family took him off the school. Later, they went to Peshawar, where the child was diagnosed to have congenital cataract in both eyes. The treatment was expensive and waiting time was quite long. Usman Khan could not afford it. Resigning to will of God, he did not pursue any further. However, nature had not shut the door on Tariq. A nearby free eye camp in Swat from Kohat eye hospital prompted the family to take Tariq where finally he was offered free eye treatment and then transported to Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital Rawalpindi. Since then, the child has been operated on both eyes. Prof. Ayesha Khan, the head of our child specialist eye unit at Rawalpindi is busy in operating dozens of such kids daily. Her team consists of five trained pediatric ophthalmologists aided by dedicated anesthesia team and paramedical staff.
Tariq is one of many thousands of children who have got their sight back at Al-Shifa. Many more are waiting. 
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Patient output for the month of February

	
	Outpatients
	Operations

	Rawalpindi
	12,930
	1,100

	Sukkur
	5,551
	625

	Kohat
	2,456
	365

	Total
	20,937
	1,790


